THE  LETTERS  OF  KING  HENRY  VIII

mouth made a certain declaration of the Governor's good will
towards us, and how of his humanity (as he called it) he had
left the marriage of their young Queen which he might have had
for his son, if he would have followed it, to satisfy us, and in
respect of the common wealth of their realm.   And after him
Mr. Balnaves made a certain discourse of their desire to this
alliance and amity, framing his tale nevertheless as though it had
been desired by us; wherein was some altercation amongst them,
and the matter plainly opened, how it was moved by the prisoners
upon the hand of God which happened upon their apprehension.
And, being these things brought to silence, our Council began
again, and required them to declare frankly the particularities of
the two points contained in their commissions, to the intent they
might in like manner advertise us of the same.   Whereunto they
answered, first, that they had power to contract the marriage, and
to capitulate that it should not only be confirmed by their Parlia-
ment; but also that all the nobles of Scotland shall give their seals
for the performance of the same, with this condition, that their
Queen shall not depart out of their realm, till she be of full age
to consummate her matrimony.    And as to her education, they
offered that we should at our pleasure appoint two knights and
two ladies of England to be about her person; adding hereunto
that they would have the Governor that is now, to be Governor
of that realm during her minority, and also after for term of his
life, and that they would have a Governor of the birth of that
realm ever after at their own election, with the free use of their
own laws and customs, and also the chief holds of Scotland not
be delivered till she had issue by our son.

Second, they said they had power to contract the peace, till
she should come of lawful age, or for forty, threescore, or one
hundred years, or to make it perpetual, and in the same to leave
out the provision for France, which in the last treaty they would
not consent to have in any wise omitted. To this it was answered
by our Council that they were sorry to perceive their commission
to be so slender; for as to the first, they said they saw small surety
in the bare contract without other assurance than they spake of,
and that it was too absurd, and might not stand with the office
of a King, either to have any man placed in his realm as a